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Towards the end of 2012, the man be-

hind the sultry baritone that serves as 

the voice of BMW was finally revealed 

in series of three videos that recapped 

history in the making for the Bavarian 

automaker. Each of the three videos 

covered new vehicle introductions, in-

troductory designs and vehicle con-

cepts, and collaborative sports and co-

operative partnerships respectively.  

As he reviewed the highlights for BMW 

in 2012, Daryl Jackson takes BMW en-

thusiasts on an interactive trip down 

memory lane. Even the most loyal fans 

would probably be surprised at the 

lengthy list of accomplishments added by 

BMW over the past twelve months.  

 
Continued on page 5 
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Bill Halsey 

(865) 659-4155 

When was the last time you reviewed your estate preservation,  
investment and insurance needs?   

Fountain Financial Group can provide the expertise to help with many financial needs, including: 

 Estate and retirement planning  

 Practical tax planning  

 Planning for long term care needs  

 Distribution and investment planning  

 Risk Management  

 Charitable Giving  

Registered Representative of and securities offered through OneAmerica Securities, Inc. Member FINRA, SIPC, a Registered Investment Advisor, 

5120 Virginia Way, C-11, Brentwood, TN  37027, (615) 309-2170. Insurance Representative of American United Life Insurance Company (AUL) and 

other insurance companies. Fountain Financial Group is not an affiliate of OneAmerica Securities or AUL and is not a broker dealer or Registered In-

vestment Advisor.  

120 B Lynnwood Drive 

Knoxville, TN 37918 

The Annual 
BMWCCA Holiday 

Party is Here! 

January 12, 2013 
6:30pm 

Bearden Banquet Hall 

 

 We are excited to have 
Mr. Mike Renner speak 
about national events 

 We will have our annual 
driving event giveaway 
to one lucky attendee 

 Enjoy the opportunity to 
bid on $1,000’s of dol-
lars worth of BMW gear 
in our silent auctions! 

 Proceeds benefit local 
and national charities 

 
Additional details and reserva-
tion instructions provided on 
page 2. Children are wel-
come.  



Vehicles / Concepts Released by BMW in 2012 >>> Upcoming Events >>> 

 

Smoky Bimmer  

Advertising Rates 

The Smoky Bimmer averages 200 mailings per issue to chapter members 

and an additional 115 to chapter presidents and  newsletter editors across the 

U.S.  

 

The advertising rates are currently as follows: 

 

Full Page 

One Instance Ad      $75 

Two Instance Ad      $140 

Four Instance Ad      $250 

 

1/2 Page 

One Instance Ad      $40 

Two Instance Ad      $75 

Four Instance Ad      $140 

 

Business Card 

One Instance Ad      $15 

Two Instance Ad      $30 

Four Instance Ad      $55 
 

 

For custom size ads, please contact Julia Taylor:  jtaylor@fountainfinancialtn.com 

Chapter Officers & Contacts >>> 

President: Aaron Bakos 
  president@smokymtnbmwcca.org 

 

Vice President: Randy Hodges 
  vicepresident@smokymtnbmwcca.org 
 

Treasurer: Don Searle 
  treasurer@smokymtnbmwcca.org 
 

Secretary: Dee Turner 
  secretary@smokymtnbmwcca.org 

 

NL Editor: Julia Taylor 
  editor@smokymtnbmwcca.org 

 

Tech Advisor: Jeff Warren 
  techadvisor@smokymtnbmwcca.org 

 

Webmaster: Steve Berridge 
  webmaster@smokymtnbmwcca.org 

 

Club  Website:  www.smokymtnbmwcca.org 

 

Check us out on Facebook! 

Check us out! 
Visit us on Facebook to see pictures from 

past chapter events, connect with other 

fellow club members, learn about upcoming 

events, and more. If you have suggestions 

for things you’d like to see on our club 

Facebook page, please let us know! 

 

Search Facebook for Smoky Mountain 

BMWCCA or visit: 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/

Smoky-Mountain-

BMWCCA/393282431806  

 

Smoky Mountain BMWCCA Holiday Party!!! 
6:30pm - January 12, 2013 

Bearden Banquet Hall 
5806 Kingston Pike      (865) 588-0051 

Cost is $20 per person, children 5 and  
under are free. 
 
Advanced payment is preferred, but 
cash, checks, and credit cards will be 
accepted at the door.  
 
Advanced Reservations are  
requested to: 
Aaron Bakos 
7117 Rocky Mountain High Blvd 
Knoxville, TN 37918 
aaronfbakos@gmail.com 
(865)548-5555 
 

Vehicle Launches 

Vehicle Concepts 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Smoky-Mountain-BMWCCA/393282431806
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Smoky-Mountain-BMWCCA/393282431806
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Smoky-Mountain-BMWCCA/393282431806


Classifieds >>> 

2005 BMW For Sale 

Do you have a car for sale? Would 

you like the opportunity to get in 

front of hundreds of BMW enthu-

siasts who will take care of your 

prized possession? As a member of 

the BMWCCA, you have access to 

free classifieds (BMW related 

products/services only please). To 

get your ad in the next issue, just 

send an email to:     

            

Randy Hodges 

1jrandall@att.net  

 Membership has its  
benefits!!! 

Did you know that as a Smoky Mountain 

BMWCCA member, you are entitled to 

several money saving benefits through-

out the year? 

You can take advantage of: 

 Rebates on new or CPO vehicles 

from Grayson BMW 

 Free automotive classifieds in the 

Smoky Bimmer and the Roundel 

 Discounts on parts through Gray-

son BMW 

 Tool loaner program among chap-

ter members for do-it-yourself 

maintenance and repairs 

 Technical and repair advice 

through “Ask the experts”, 

BMWCCA.org, and the Roundel 

 Local and national discounts on 

other supplies  

Contact Aaron Bakos or the national chapter for 

more information on the resources available to 

you as a member. 

10671 Parkside Drive 
Knoxville, TN 37923 
(865) 693-4555 

We Thank You!! 

The Smoky Mountain Chapter of the BMW Car Club of America would like to 

thank Grayson BMW for providing excellent service, quality parts, and dis-

counts to our members. 

Members may be eligible to receive 

an allowance based on the purchase 

or lease of a new or Certified Pre-

Owned BMW through Grayson 

BMW Authorized Center. 

Grayson BMW is a BMWCCA 

partner in the Membership 

Reward  Program. 



 

Keeping It Cool >>> <<< Photo 

Photos and article by: Chris Lara 
 
I’m one of the guys in the club that like to tinker 
around with some of the smaller jobs that can be 
done on my BMWs.  I’ve also assisted in some 
larger jobs on them, but usually I’m just taking di-
rection from one of our pro’s in the club. 
 
A few years ago I purchased a very low 
mileage E30 318i (90k miles) for my son 
to drive back and forth to school.  It was in 
very good shape, but it always ran very 
cold, and would not get above the first bar 
on the temperature gauge.  I figured that it 
was a broken or stuck thermostat, but I 
successfully put off the repair for almost a 
year and a half.  One thing led to another 
and now it’s my airport and commute car, 
so as the weather turned cool, I thought it 
would be a good idea to actually have 
heat.  Since I’d had the thermostat for 
about a year, all that I needed to do was 
get going with the mini-project.   If you’ve 
never changed a thermostat in one of 
these early cars, it’s really pretty easy and quick to 
do. 
 
My first task was to drain the radiator to 
try to minimize the mess on the garage 
floor when taking the hoses off of the ther-
mostat housing.  I unscrewed the drain 
plug and out came the coolant.  Here is 
where the first warning sign came in.  The 
coolant was green….If you’re not familiar 
with BMW coolant, it’s blue and it’s blue 
for a reason. 
 
The next thing to do is to disconnect the 
radiator hoses from the housing, which 
took all of 2 minutes.   Upon doing this I 
noticed a large amount of corrosion on the 
ribs of the housing (refer back to reasons 
for blue coolant, not green!!).  You can 
see from the pictures that even after 30 
minutes of aggressive cleaning, there was 
no way to get all of the corrosion off, so that quick 
little project is now waiting on a new housing to 
come from BMW. 
 

 
 
It’s now time to remove the housing from car and 
replace the potentially bad thermostat.   As I re-
moved the 4 bolts holding it on, the housing didn’t 
come off.  I pulled on it and had to twist it off.  I was 
thinking that the factory paper gasket might have 

just been in there for a while, and so it 
was stuck, but upon removal, it was not 
the case.  A brief editorial comment in re-
gards to this portion of the work…a paper 
gasket is provided from BMW for a paltry 
sum (say $1), so why did someone or 
some “mechanic” use $3 of silicone to 
seal the housing??????  Silicone is not a 
gasket substitute!.  Now, that I’ve vented 
that, there was no gasket at all, just sili-
cone, and lots of it.  So much, in fact that 
it had sealed the thermostat from closing. 
 
An hour and a half later of cleaning sili-
cone from all parts visible, and some not 
so visible, it was ready to be put back to-
gether.  A few days later when then new 

housing arrived, it was time to get her back in 
proper shape, with a PAPER GASKET, and BLUE 
BMW COOLANT. 

 
The moral of the story is even if you are 
not going to work your car yourself, en-
sure that you are going to a reputable me-
chanic that knows that you have to have 
the correct coolant and that silicone is 
NOT a substitute for a proper gasket.  It 
may cost you $5 more for the BMW cool-
ant, but it’s a lot cheaper than having that 
green stuff eat through all of the aluminum 
in your engine!  (also, make sure to flush 
your coolant every couple of years to keep 
it in tip-top shape) 
 
Now that she’s all back together, she runs 
great, gets up to the proper temperature, I 
have heat, and she regularly gets 31 
MPG on the highway.  Now if I could only 

find an inexpensive way to get all of the hail dents 
out of her……. 
 

Old Housing 

New Housing 

New Vehicle Introductions 
 

One of the proudest moments for the flagship brand 

was the launch of the New BMW 7 Series for the 

2013 Model Year. For those who appreciate sporty 

elegance, BMW also announced their 6 Series Gran 

Coupe.  

 

This year, BMW also 

announced the launch of 

their Active Hybrid 5, 

which brings together a 

BMW Twin Turbo Inline 

6 cylinder engine, an 

electric drive system, 

and an 8-speed auto-

matic gear box in a sleek 

package for the first time 

under one roof.  

 

In February, BMW boasted the market launch of its 

3 Series Sedan, also offering the 3 Series Touring 

model for those who needed a little additional space. 

They also annouced the release of the M135i line, 

which already has 5 available models.  

 

For those who appreciate the performance and han-

dling capabilities of the M-line, BMW released the 

M6 Coupe and the M6 

Convertible models. 

These vehicles boast 560 

horsepower and top out 

at 260 KPH.  

 

Finally, BMW released 

two new models in their 

two-wheeled department. 

Motorcycle fans every-

where can appreciate the 

powerful durability of 

the R 1200 GS, which has a unique engine that com-

bines both air and liquid cooling. The HP4 model 

was also introduced in 2012.  

 

Designs and Concepts 
 

Although the BMW designers should rightfully be 

proud of their numerous launches this year, they 

have no intentions of resting on their laurels. The de-

signers have been hard at work creating new and inter-

esting design concepts for BMW fans around the 

world. In 2012 alone, the designers have introduced six 

new design concepts, in-

cluding the Zagato Coupe, 

Zagato Roadster, Concept 

4 Series Coupe, Concept 

Active Tourer, i8 Concept 

Spyder, and i3 Concept 

Coupe, which will be the 

first all electric vehicle 

launched under the brand.  

 

Historical  
Moments 

 

In addition to its many innovations and design intro-

ductions, BMW celebrated several important mile-

stones this year. 2012 marked the 25 year anniversary 

of the Z1 line, as well as the 40 year anniversary of the 

popular M-series.  

 

Throughout the three-video series, Daryl Jackson also 

discusses the brand's multiple accomplishments and 

awards in the sports arena, 

as well as the numerous 

cooperative efforts to host 

popular events around the 

world, including amateur 

golf invitationals and sail-

ing competitions.  

 

Enthusiasts interested in 

watching the entire three 

video series can search 

YouTube.com for "BMW's 

2012 Review of the Year", 

where all three videos can be found.  

 

Additional photos of the vehicle launches and concept 

introductions released by BMW throughout 2012 can 

be found on page 7.  

 
Information used in the preparation of this article was collected 

from the three video series produced by BMW. 

<<< 2012 - A Year in Review continued  


